


            2012 Ministers’ Retreat

Ministers! Don’t forget to sign up for our biennial 
cruise to the Bahamas on January 16-21,2012. The 
deadline for reservations is September 1, 2011 and 
you can find more information on our website at 
www.flafwb.com or by calling 888-518-7571.
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   Blessed to be Free 
 			                by Randy Bryant

With the Fourth of July barely in our review mirrors, I suspect that most Americans are a 
lot like I am. We take our freedoms for granted most of the time, then make it a point to 
celebrate and remember all of the great blessings and freedoms we enjoy when Indepen-
dence Day rolls around. General Omar Bradley said this about freedom: “Freedom. No 
word ever spoken  has held out greater hope, demanded greater sacrifice, needed to be 
nurtured, blessed more the giver…or came closer to being God’s will on earth.” Freedom 
is often misunderstood to mean that a person has the right to do anything he wants. 
However, historical and Biblical freedom is actually the privilege of doing what is right! 
Hartley Coleridge said, “What is freedom? Rightly understood, it is a universal license to 
do good.”
Interestingly enough, you cannot separate freedom from true Christianity. Where Chris-
tianity exists, freedom prevails. John Adams states, “It is religion and morality alone 
which can establish the principles upon which freedom can securely stand.” This is true 
of political freedom and moral freedom. John 8:32 reminds us that “You shall know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Many people believe that morality is what enslaves us. Yet, quite the opposite is true. It 
is sin that enslaves us and robs us of our freedoms. Who is really free, the one addicted 
to alcohol or the one who abstains from alcohol? The truth is, natural man is in bondage. 
He is in bondage to sin. A close observation of societies will reveal that there is a clear 
correlation between sin and freedom. As a society moves farther away from God, fewer 
and fewer freedoms exist. The more sin dominates our country, the more freedoms we 
seem to lose. Only in Christ does man find real freedom, only by following Biblical prin-
ciples can a society remain blessed and truly free. “If the Son shall set you free, you will 
be free indeed.” John 8:36

Executive Secretary’s 
Schedule

September  

  9      West Florida Association
10      Mission Banquet - Beulah FWB	
11       Shiloh FWB Church - Bratt
23-24  Christian Workers’ Conference 
	   Orlando
	       

October

1        South Florida Association
	   Calvary Chapel FWB
3-5     Seniors’ Summit - Kissimmee
7        Salem Association
14-15 Palmer Leadership Conference 
	    Jacksonville
29       Indian River Assoc.
	    Auburndale

  Directory Update		                   

Rev. John Gilliland
Calvary Chapel – Hollywood

Rev. Matthew Conrad
Smyrna FWB Church

  Churches Seeking Pastors
		                   

First FWB - Malone
Contact Jessie Hart - 850-569-5006

      Christian Home - Blountstown     Soul’s Harbor - Pensacola
	 Contact Greg Burkett		        Contact Rod Johnson
               ggb@fairpoint.net        		   rod_frankie@bellsouth.net

	 Our Hispanic Ministries

	 Harmony Youth Assist Hispanic Ministry in Vero Beach

The Youth Group from the Harmony FWB Church discovered that from Lake Butler to Vero Beach is not really 
that far when considering distance but there is a great distance in the cultures. The youth group made a 
trip to Vero Beach to assist the Hispanic ministry over the weekend of July 8-10. The weekend proved to be 
a busy one as they distributed flyers on Friday, inviting families to attend a Children’s Fair planned for the 
next day, conducted the Children’s Fair on Saturday and then presented a puppet program for the children 
during the Hispanic service on Sunday. The trip provided the group with the opportunity to experience the 

cultural differences with the Hispanic work and to minister in 
an unfamiliar setting. In the midst of their busy schedule the 
group did manage to squeeze in a cookout at the beach pro-
vided by Diana Bryant.

The nine teens who participated were lead by Youth Pastor, 
Jeremy Crittenden. Pastor Yoan Chirino and Pastor Randy Bryant 
gave the group high marks for their efforts, cooperativeness and 
attitude.

Hard to believe, but it has already been a year since Bro. Yoan Chirino, along with his wife, Mary, began their Hispanic Ministry in Vero 
Beach. They both communicate, with great joy, the success and blessings they are receiving from not only their Vero Beach ministry, 
but also through their ministries in both Melbourne and Palm Bay.

There were 76 people in attendance during their first anniversary service, which was held 
in May at Ryanwood Fellowship in Vero Beach. The attendees celebrated the Lord’s Supper, 
a baby dedication, four baptisms and of course, they had the opportunity for fellowship 
when they “broke bread” with a dinner on the grounds following the service. “We are very 
grateful to the Lord in His mercy who has given us His blessing to bring light to the lost,” 
stated Bro. Chirino, “and at the same time, we also appreciate the opportunity that the 
Missions Board has given us to serve our wonderful God.”

Bro. Yoan continues to conduct Bible study meetings on Fridays and choir practice on 
Wednesdays in Palm Bay. However, he states that he is looking forward to working even 
harder in the areas of evangelism and home visitation in this region. “It has been a blessing for me and my wife to minister the Word 
and lead brothers and sisters to find, in Jesus, the only way of salvation. We are very grateful for all of the support, both spiritually and 
economically, that we are receiving during this time.”  

            2011 Seniors’ Summit

This year’s 
Seniors’ Sum-
mit will be held 
on October 
3-5, 2011 in 
Kissimmee. A 
Deposit of $100 
per room is 
requested when 
you register and 

registration must be made no later than Septem-
ber 12, 2011. Please visit our state website at 
www.flafwb.com for more information and for 
the schedule of events or contact Randy Bryant 
at 800-805-8797.


