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An Approach to Cults and False Religions

Recent decades have witnessed a plethora of quasi-Christian cults. Specific insights can aid in
the personal witness of a believer to someone ensnared in a cult.

Cults are effective in luring people because of the cult’s
(many people will take any answer as long as it is given with authority), their use of such

personal terms as “ ,” their idealism and their emphasis
on .

A cult is usually , and
has one or a few when compared

with historic Christianity. It tends to keep its members inclusive in fellowship and exclude others
who reject its unique standards.

The following are some general principles to assist a Christian’s witness to a cultist:

. —a Christian grounded in the basic tenets of
Christianity will be much more effective in explaining the distinctives of the faith.

. —particularly if you have opportunities to
share with several persons in one cult or to develop a long-term relationship with one
person.

Knowing what they believe will help you (a) ,
(b) :

(©)

Specific guidelines include the following:

* Treat people as courteously as possible—do not attack them.

* Share your own experience of conversion —many people in cults come from nominal
Christian backgrounds and are simply looking for a real living faith.

* Do not attack their leaders —after all, if people began to
share their beliefs with you by attacking Jesus, you probably would not be interested in
their messages. When a relationship is established, however, do show the superiority of
Christ over any other religious figure.

* Clearly explain the , especially emphasizing
and the need of a Savior.

* End any witness experience with

* Finally, . People involved in cults can and are
reached for Christ, but it generally takes time, genuine concern and much prayer.

From Evangelism And Church Growth c 1995 by Elmer L. Towns. Published by Regal
Books, a division of Gospel Light, Ventura, California, USA. All rights reserved.
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Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill in Acts 17 is considered by many to be a good example to use in
witnessing to persons in cults or other religions.

1. Paul approached his audience as people genuinely seek God (Acts 17:22-23a). The King
James Version translates the term meaning “religious” as “superstitious.” Paul is actually
acknowledging the religious commitment of the people.

2. After this courteous acknowledgment, Paul then suggested the ineffectiveness of their
search (Acts 17:23b-28). Note that he was familiar with their views.

3. Paul then moved to the gospel and clearly proclaimed the resurrection of Jesus (Acts
17:29-31).

From Evangelism And Church Growth c 1995 by Elmer L. Towns. Published by Regal
Books, a division of Gospel Light, Ventura, California, USA. All rights reserved.
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Non-Christian Religions
Islam

1 Peter 3:15
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear:

Acts 4:12
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name

under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Common Stereotypes And Misconceptions

1. “Most Muslims come from the i

% are from Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh,

Most of remainder in Middle East & 2. “All

Muslims Hate and Americans”

There are at least 3 types of Muslims:

(or In Name Only)

(only political)

(Fundamentalists)

The Facts
1. There are 1 + Muslims in the World
2. The USA has about 7 Muslims

3. Islam in the 2™ largest Religion in
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Non-Christian Religions -- Islam

4. Enough recognize Islam for the US

to offer a holiday stamp.

5. By 2010 will surpass Judaism as the 2™ largest Religion
in the USA.
6. Less than % of Muslims live in the Middle East.

7. The Largest Muslim Populated Country is

8. Muslims are the in over African and

Asian Countries

9. A Muslim Leader has a session of the US

in Prayer.

10. Saudi Arabia has given tens of millions to University

and to fund Islamic Study Centers

Terminology

Islam - the religion that follows the teachings of

Muslim - one who practices the religion of

Islamic - belonging to the religion of Islam

The of Islam

Islam: Historical Context

Seed of — Descendant of

Mohammad (Founder)
by 6
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Non-Christian Religions -- Islam

Shepherd Boy raised by

Worked Caravans

Married a rich

Had religious experience
Hated Idolatry
Tried to Convert Jews and Christians and was Rejected

Muhammad was deathly afraid of the source of his

At first he thought it came from a

convinced him it was from God.

After a year period of silence the messages began to
come again.
Hijra ( , flight), Battle of Badr, Battle of Uhud, the

siege of Medina, Mecca falls

Islam: Teachings and Beliefs

The Five Pillars

1. The
2. Prayer
3. Giving
4, Hajj
The Creed ( )
Every says the Creed " There is no God but God, and
Mohammad is his Prophet.”
Prayer ( )
Muslims pray times a day facing
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Non-Christian Religions -- Islam

Early and Mid Morning, Noon, Late Afternoon and Evening.
Alms (Zakat)

Up to 2 1/2 percent of income is given toward work.
This is for who can afford it.

Fasting ( )

This is done during the of Ramadan.

Fasting occurs only during the

More is consumed during Ramadan in celebrations than

any other month.

Pilgrimage ( )

This is to be performed by every Muslim in his life (if

physically able).
Once completed “Hajji” is added to the Muslim’s
Jihad (To )

Sometimes considered to be the of Islam.

Literally means to “Struggle”.

Interpreted 2 ways: against and or against

World

To in Jihad is only of Paradise

“The more interpretation, and that of the overwhelming

majority of the classical jurists and commentators , presents jihad as

n

struggle for Islam against infidels and

(Bernard Lewis, professor of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University)
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Non-Christian Religions -- Islam

Jihad and Non-Muslims

(9:5) “Fight and slay the pagans wherever you find them, and seize them,
beleager them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem.”

(9:29) “Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold
that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Prophet, nor
acknowledge the religion of Truth ...

(even if they are) of the People of the Book, until they pay the jizyah with
willing submission, and feel themselves subdued.”

(47:4-7) “When you meet unbelievers, smite their necks, then, when you
have made wide slaughter among them, tie fast the bonds; then set
them free, either by grace or ransom, till the war lays down its loads...
And those who are slain in the way of God, He will not send their works
astray. He will guide them, and dispose their minds aright, and He will

admit them to Paradise, that He has made known to them.”

The Qur'an
Supposedly revealed to Mohammad by

Compiled some years after Mohammad's death.

1. Cannot be
2. Unable to be
3. Written in

Islam: Other Teachings

Islamic View of Christianity
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Non-Christian Religions -- Islam 6

We are

We believe in 3

Father, , Son

“Son of God” is term
USA = Christian / Catholic
USA = Immorality and Sinfulness (Hollywood)

Islamic View of Jesus

1. He was a

2. He lived a life

3. He performed

4. He will come again and break all and kill all
5. He was never

6. He wasn't a Savior because they do not believe in Sin

Islamic View of the Bible

It has been

No exist

Salvation

For the Muslim, there is no way to know it they are going to

or not.

All of their good and bad will be put on a scale and

weighed, but that is no
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NonrChristian Religidssam [

The onpay a Muslim can know if he is going to heaven is

IslamHow Do We Help Them?

How do We Witness?

1
2
3
4 .
5
6

over the world is a Muslim.

among Muslims.

.One unreached IslamiczambigneM Africa are called tFr

MwaniThere are about Mwani, and less than

workers!
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